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The Maggie’s Cancer Centres in the UK support 

people diagnosed with cancer in their daily 

lives. The trained personnel care for the pati-

ents with emotional and medical expertise 

throughout the 17 centres around the country. 

The experts advise cancer patients in nutri-

tional matters, among other issues, and create 

a space in which people can talk to others  

who are in the same situation over a cup of 

tea. In the «design and build» contract, we 

were responsible for the timber construction of  

the new centre in Manchester. The planning, 

geometry and structural engineering were  

defined BIM-ready in collaboration with the 

customer and the architects. The result of that 

collaboration is a fascinating timber construc-

tion with groundbreaking architecture. 

The architectural idea was based on a bird’s 

rib-cage. Initial models of the components were 

created using a 3D printer. The 1:1 scale mock-

up made of wood impressed the architects, 

who, together with the owner, visited us in  

St. Gallen in advance. Together, we viewed 

some of our projects; for example, the Hotel 

Säntispark. During a visit to a typical St. Gallen 

Erststock-Beizli, our guests joked about the 

sloping floors and wondered, tongue-in-cheek, 

if traditional timber construction in eastern 

Switzerland still used the same methods. 

The general contractor is Sir Robert McAlpine. 

Jobs outside Switzerland are always a special 

treat for our team. Working together with  

foreign partners and sourcing materials always 

yield a few challenges. The collaboration  

with Forster + Partners architectural firm wor-

ked perfectly. The supporting structure to - 

day presents itself as a filigree framework with 

17 axes. The surfaces of the components are 

made of spruce and have a furniture quality. 

The roof, inner and outer walls, and the ceiling 

were produced in a timer frame construction. 

The entire structure was prefabricated and  

installed by a mixed team of British and Swiss 

specialists. We actively assisted and advised 

the customer throughout the project. 

«The team from Blumer-Lehmann AG managed 

to integrate the centre into the green surround-

ings. We decided to go with wood as the  

main component of the construction,» says  

Diego Alejandro Teixeira of the world-renow-

ned architectural firm Foster + Partners.  

Sustainability was very important to the custo-

mer. «Thanks to the expertise of our partner, 

we were able to create a therapeutic space in 

harmony with the environment,» continues 

Teixeira. Our professionalism and attention to 

detail are a perfect fit with the quality stand-

ards of Maggie’s Cancer Centres.

Maggie’s Manchester  
with Foster + Partners
Creating a space to unwind

//In structural architecture, wood  

performs not only covering and pro-

tective functions, but also provides 

the supporting structure and is  

strikingly evident in the architecture. 

The static structure of the building  

is an important aspect of the architec-

ture and is usually digitally planned 

and implemented using CNC techno-

logy. 

Acme Architecture 
and Design
Stairway to heaven

01/2016

Referenzen:  Frank Stolz mit Blumer - Lehmann AG 

Foster + Partner, London / Pavillon Maggie´s Manchester / Fertigstellung 04/2016
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  Gut, Sozial und Schnell

neu denken
qualitativ, familiär, kostenbewusst, prozessoptimiert, funktional, anmutig, 
vorproduziert, energieeffizient, digitalisiert,
geringe Lebenszykluskosten, einfach + angepasste Vergabeverfahren,...
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Visualisierung

Thomas Kruppa
Achim Bursch 

Berater/Fachplaner

Flach GmbH, D-Schweich
Poppensieker Derix, D-Niederkrüchen
TiComTec Gmbh, D-Haibach
Blumer-Lehmann AG, CH-Gossau SG

Kompetenzen bündeln
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Beispiele aus der Praxis für die Praxis
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Quelle: BLAG / Carlos Martinez Architekten AG, Berneck SG / Fertigstellung 8/2014
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Vielen Dank für ihre Aufmerksamkeit!


